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2020, Too?
It’s only about once every decade that the play on words in the title of this article works. And
yet, here we are. The pandemic of 2020, followed by 2021 leads us to 2022. Or will it be 2020,
too?
Dear God, we all pray not. Can I get an “Amen”?
So, what will 2022 hold? Clearly, the pandemic is not going away, right away. As I write this, the
Omicron variant is ramping up, with medical professionals’ prognostications sounding rather
grim, as far as the spread of the virus goes. Maybe, thanks to vaccinations (thank you God for
those answers to prayer!), it won’t be as deadly or leave long-term effects on most people as
it has thus far.
Beyond that, what will 2022 hold? For our church family, one thing it holds is a step toward more
proactively seeking to flourish as a church. What does “flourish” actually mean? Well, that’s
some of what your Session and staff are figuring out. Your input into that will be important, too.
Some people (generally speaking here, not necessarily RH people) think big churches are
clearly flourishing, and have that as an aim. There are a lot of really big churches here on the
Eastside. Does size = flourishing? I don’t know. Acts speaks of the incredible growth of the early
church. Jesus had some large crowds, many of whom followed him around some, even. But
John 6:60-70 records for us a time when Jesus had most of his followers walk away from him
because his teaching was too difficult for them. In fact, only the 12 seem to be left at that
moment. At Jesus’ death, not many of his followers were willing to risk being associated with
him and so not many were there.
Jesus seems mostly to be interested in people who are willing to follow him no matter the cost
– even to the point of denying one’s self and taking up one’s own cross and then following him
(Matthew 16:24). That seems to be a big part of “flourishing” as a disciple from Jesus’
perspective.
Granted, the specifics of how that looks for any one person, or even any one church, will vary
depending on the gifts, skills, passions, etc., that a believer or a church has. So, one flourishing
church may not look the same as another. Copying another church rarely leads to a flourishing
church.
So, my hope is that 2022 will be a great discovery of how we might flourish more for God. To be
sure, Rose Hill is in a good place, and in many ways is flourishing. But can we be living out our
faith together in such a way that we would flourish even more for Jesus and his Kingdom? I
think so. Session thinks so. Staff thinks so. I hope you do, too.
Let’s work on that together here in 2022 so it’s not 2020, too. Let’s make this year something
special for the flourishing of Rose Hill, as the Lord leads us in this new,
one-of-a-kind year.
Your Pastor,

Brian
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Gwen North, Children’s and Family Ministry Director
It is so exciting to be turning the page to 2022! This year is going to be a wonderful
adventure of faith as we seek Jesus. God has unexpected plans for us this year and His
purposes in our lives are constantly unfolding. Grace and Hope await us as we seek and
pursue our faith. Our children’s ministry is going to be pressing into Scripture, seeking to
comprehend the abundantly gracious heart of God, and to be learning how we can
respond with faith. Let’s make Sunday School a top priority in 2022!!!

Come play with us! Our gym will be open
for families to come and play games. We
will play games in the gym and have treats!
Mark your calendar:
January 14
6:30pm - 8:30pm

Children/Youth
Christmas
Pageant

2021

Sunday School is offered each
Sunday at both services. We start in
the sanctuary and then the kids are
dismissed to their classes.

Paul Hudson, Director of Emerge Youth Group

Welcome to the new year! We are still
buzzing from the excitement of the end
of 2021 and we are excited to get
started with a new year of youth ministry!
As a reminder, the whole youth group
(both middle school and high school
age) meet every Wednesday from
6:30-8pm, starting off with pizza and
fellowship and some games, before
going downstairs to worship, hear a little
bit about God, have small group
discussions every other week, and spend
a little bit of time in the Bible.
On Sundays, the middle school group
meets during the sermon part of the 9:30
service and the high school group meets
at 11am-12pm. Sundays is more focused
on Bible study and discipleship.
Stay
tuned
for
some
great
announcements coming up for the new
year! To get my weekly announcements,
please send me a message and I’ll put
you on the list! Happy New Year!!
Paul Hudson

DEACONS

Deacons’ Doings

Roy McIntosh, Moderator

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Your Deacons are looking forward to 2022! 2021 was a very busy year, albeit,
certainly different. The last ‘normal’ in-person meeting the Deacons had was in February 2020.
In-person meetings for the Deacons and for those we visit, meet with, deliver flower and notes
to, etc. are an important way to “recharge our batteries” and increase our enthusiasm for what
God wants us to do. Despite not being able to do this as much as we would like, I think it is safe
to say that your Deacons have remained true to their calling this past year. Hopefully in 2022
we see all of us together in person again. As we move into the new year we want to thank the
congregation for providing such wonderful people to work together as Deacons. While it is sad
to see familiar faces leave, we look forward to new folks joining us. Someone is still needed to
coordinate Teacup Ministries. This is a terrific opportunity to make an impact on people’s lives
in 2022. As always, please let a Deacon know if you or someone you know would like to be
included on the Deacon’s Prayer List.

FELLOWSHIP & DISCIPLESHIP
Monica Ernsberger, Director

Bad news: I am stepping down from Director of Adult Discipleship and Fellowship. Good News: I am
transitioning staff positions and starting as Director of Local Outreach!
I am stepping down from being the Director of Adult Discipleship and Fellowship at the end of
January. It has been my great honor to help facilitate classes on Sunday mornings and now
Monday evenings on zoom. I have enjoyed all the fellowship events we have had: from coffee on
Sunday mornings to meals celebrating holidays and annual meetings. It has been a joy to see our
church family come together in fellowship. Fellowship and Discipleship wouldn’t have been very
successful if it wasn’t for a plethora of volunteers. It takes a lot of help to feed a church! Thank you
so much to everyone who has helped, there are far too many through the last 5 or 6 years for me
to list you all. However, please know that I have greatly treasured your willingness to help and I
thank you for your generous spirit. As one of my last acts as Fellowship director, I urge you to help
with one fellowship event sometime in the future (hopefully sometime soon Covid precautions may
lessen enough to let them happen again), it is really really rewarding. Also, try a discipleship class!
They’re fun and filled with wonderful people.
I am really excited to begin as the Director of Local Outreach. God has really been pulling on my
heart strings that our church should be giving more to our community. I would love to know if you
have any ideas or any local charities that you like and think we may be able to work with. I firmly
believe that God is Love and that God fills us with love. Not only that, but that God fills us with so
much love that it overflows. I want to see us give that overflow of love to our community. Here
are some Bible verses that have been inspiring me, May they ignite within you as well.
With much gratitude,
Monica Ernsberger
“I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger
and you welcomed me. I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took
care of me. I was in prison and you visited me”
Lord, when did we see you needy? Asked the Disciples
“I assure you that when you have done it for one of the least of these brother and sisters of mine,
you have done it for me.” Matthew 25: 35-36, (paraphrase 37-39), 40b

Be the Hands and Feet of Christ
Women’s Ministry would like to invite all Rose Hill to connect with our community by providing
Blessing Bags for people in need. These will include practical items such as hygiene supplies,
snacks, items for the cold, as well as information about Rose Hill Church and the gospel
message.
There are several ways to help. You can:
•
•
•

Donate items from the list below
Help with assembly
Distribute finished Blessing Bags to people in need.

We will meet from 10am to 12pm on Saturday January 29th to assemble the Blessing Bags.
Donation deadline is Sunday January 23rd but last-minute donations are greatly appreciated,
too. Signups are available in the narthex.
(continued on next page)

Items to donate:
•
•
•
•
•

(Blessing Bags continued)

Warm socks, hats, gloves, and scarves
Travel size soap, shampoo, toothbrush and toothpaste, microfiber washcloth,
small hand sanitizer, feminine hygiene products, disposable razor
Hand and foot warmers, Band-Aids, ear plugs, hair ties, comb, Chapstick
Snack items such as granola bars, beef jerky, raisins, bottled water, juice box
Gallon or quart-size zip-top bags

If you have the gift of encouragement, you may wish to write personal notes to include in the
bags. We can also accept monetary donations to help offset the cost of the Blessing Bags.
Please make checks out to Rose Hill Church with Blessing Bags in the memo line and place in
the offering basket at church or mail to the church. For more information, contact any member
of the committee: Elaine Weltz, Janelle Phibbs, Jeanne Harshbarger, Judi Byrne, Monica
Ernsberger, Patti Smith, or Sue Eddy. Or email WM@rosehillpc.org
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 1 Cor. 12:27

Dan & Peggy Agee report, “We are so thankful
to have been able to serve as directors of the
Bible Translation work in Mexico for 8 1/2 years,
and thankful now for another person to take
that role, so we are free to pursue other roles in
Bible Translation in Mexico.”
Exactly what
those roles will look like is still to be determined,
though the goal is for Dan and Peggy to be
freer to spend time with and help care for
Dan’s parents in Dallas.
What fruit has our support of the Agees over
the years produced? Peggy says, “We are
thankful for the response of many people to
hearing God's Word in Mazatec! They have
never heard the Good News in their own
language and some of them respond in faith
and are changed.”

Richard & Wendy Yancey serve with Pioneers
on the faculty of Black Forest Academy (BFA) in
Germany. Additionally, Wendy published
Immovable: A Bible Study for TCKs [third culture
kids] in Transition in a recent Pioneers
newsletter. Definitely a topic she knows about,
as the Yancey clan has lived overseas in
Senegal as well as Germany since 2003!
Daughters Rachel and Anastasia are enjoying
life as 9th and 11th graders, with good friends,
sports, and yearbook opportunities. Son
Nathan has now graduated from BFA and is
spending his gap year working as a dorm
helper at a school in Africa. While he is back in
the country where he spent most of his
growing-up years, it is a new “adult”
experience for him as he considers what’s next
for his life.

SESSION

Jim Peterson, Clerk of Session
Session met on December 14, 2021, to discern God’s will for His church here at Rose Hill.
Attendance continues to be robust in recovery. Session heard that the combined musical service
featuring the Children & Youth Pageant had over 120 in attendance. We thank everyone for
masking and observing safe gathering practices, particularly in this season of family gettogethers. We are reminded that our Rose Hill family hasn’t been untouched by the pandemic,
and Session prayed for those who are recovering from serious illness.
Finance Director Dave Cram presented financials in a new, streamlined format. We praise God
that finances are looking quite good going into the Christmas and budgeting season, but as
always, we ask that if you haven’t submitted a pledge for 2022, please prayerfully consider what
God would have you give. It really does help when Session sets the annual budget, which will
happen shortly into the new year.
Each year, our tradition has been that half of the offering received on Christmas Eve be given to
the Missions Team. They have requested that this portion of the offering be given to support
Afghanis who have been displaced by war. The Episcopal Diocese of Olympia is coordinating
resettlement efforts, and this is a way to share the love of Christ with these immigrants.
In further discussion regarding how Rose Hill Church can support a church plant, Foster Church in
Edmonds, Dave Cram reported that it would be possilbe for us to take care of the administrative
details for putting the co-pastors of that church on a formal payroll. This husband and wife team
have not taken a salary since the church’s inception, and a means was approved that allows
Rose Hill to take care of the legal and IRS details while using funds that Foster Church has
collected in offerings. It is a tangible support that takes a great burden off their shoulders. We are
grateful for this new ministry and the opportunity to partner with it in this way.
Please continue to uphold our Pastor, and all church staff members, elders, and deacons in
prayer as they do their ongoing work for God’s Kingdom. Please also pray for God’s guidance of
the Nominating Committee and everyone they contact about becoming elders, deacons, and
other officers in the coming year.
November finances looked like this:

Operating Income
Operating Expenses
Surplus/(Shortfall)

November
$ 38,636.67
$ 38,728.05
($ 91.38)

YTD Actuals
$ 414,361.18
$ 381,842.19
$ 32,518.99

2021 Budget
$ 477,176.00
$ 505,572.00
$ (28,396.00)

In Christ,
Jim Peterson

Happy New Year!
May the LORD make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
Numbers 6:25

January Birthdays
2
3
8
12

Raymond Carr
Margaret France
Brian North
Joyce Foy
Judy Nigretto
Donna Webb
20 Katie Pippel
22 Mary Hart
23 Barbara Lince

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

January Anniversaries

Bob Harshbarger
Dan McGrath
Mary Lou Roetcisoender
Bill Odom
Christine Seifert
Gayle Padvorac
Barbara Paterson
Kurt Thompson
Peggy Perry

31 Ron & Barbara Lince

Ha pp y Bir thd ay !

Weekly
M 11:00am
6:15pm
7:00pm
T
9:30am
6:30pm
W 6:30pm
TH 10:00am
8:00pm
SU 9:30am
11:00am

Staff Meeting (2nd & 4th Mon)
BSF
Online Discipleship Class
Online LOL Bible Study
Worship Team Practice
RHC Youth Group
Men’s Coffee
Bells Practice
Modern Service
Traditional Service

Group Prayer Time every
1st & 3rd Thursday each
month at 7:00pm on Zoom,
led by Hailey North. Praying
for a variety of things, but
with a focus on our church:
our ministries, our future, our
transformation.
January dates: 6th & 20th
Email Gwen North at
gwen@rosehillpc.org
for the link.

FACILITIES

Dan Wolfe, Facilities Director

January Calendar
1
3
6
8
11
14

Happy 2022!
Church Office CLOSED for New Year’s
7:00pm Group Prayer
9:00am Work Party
7:00pm Session
6:30pm - 8:30pm
Kidz and Family Game Night
17 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
18 7:00pm Deacons Meeting
29 10:00am - 2:00pm
Women's Blessing Bag
30 Annual Congregational Business Mtg.
31 - Feb 3
ECO National Gathering

