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These Things I Remember…
There’s a well-known verse in the Gospel of Matthew where Jesus says, “Where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there with them” (Mt. 18:20). It is one of the most mis-applied verses
in the Bible, because it is routinely taken out of context. I’ve done it, and I bet you have, too.
The context is 18:12-18:35. The passage is about talking with another believer about sin in their
lives, or even seeking to restore someone’s relationship with Jesus. So, verse 20 is about Jesus’
presence with us when two or three are engaging in dialog about accountability and
repentance.
It’s not a verse that means “two or three people gathered” in Jesus’ name constitutes Christian
community, such as “going to church.”
Sometimes, getting with two or three for worship is all we can do. In a pinch, when we’re sick, out
of town, or there’s a deadly pandemic and our government has asked us not to gather in large
gatherings for a while – as happened in the first four months or so of the pandemic – then we can
get online and watch worship on a screen with one or two others. Those kinds of situations are the
intent of online worship at Rose Hill.
I know there are some people who, for health reasons, returning to the sanctuary on Sundays is
still not wise. But for many – probably most – who have not yet returned (and many of you have),
I simply ask you to consider if your reasons are valid and honoring of Jesus and your fellow brothers
and sisters in Christ.
One of my favorite verses is Psalm 42:4, “These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how I used
to go to the house of God under the protection of the Mighty One with shouts of joy and praise
among the festive throng.” Notice David’s desire to return to the place of joining the “festive
throng” in worship during a time when he’s unable to. Elsewhere, he writes, “I rejoiced with those
who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD” (Psalm 122:1). Hebrews 10:24 explicitly
admonishes us not to give up meeting together.
Your absence impacts you, and your church family. We miss out when we fail to come together.
Did you know there are several new people/families who have made Rose Hill their church home
during the pandemic? Three young families have done so just in the last few months, and you
may have missed that. Each one of you matter! You make us, us. There’s so much good that
happens when we gather together for worship – and I haven’t even mentioned the joining of our
voices in song, our hearts in prayer, and our ears to hear the Word of God – together, in the same
room.
If you’ve simply fallen out of the “habit” of going to in-person church because online is
convenient, then I encourage you to engage once again, in a heart-felt new way. It’s not about
maintaining a habit or a tradition; it’s about joining together (us) with the “festive throng”
because Jesus is worth it. “Let us go to the house of the LORD!”
Your Pastor,

Brian

Save the date for our
Summer Splash,
All-Church Pool Parties
at the
Peter Kirk Pool!

JULY 10, 5-7:30pm
AUG 21, 7-8:30pm

Youth
Summer
!
Adventures

RH YOUTH

Paul Hudson, Director of Emerge Youth Group

Yes! Summer is finally
here and that means
youth getting outside!
As a reminder, our
youth camping trip is
coming up fast, July
7th-9th
at
Lake
Wenatchee State Park.
Please remember to let
me know if your youth
plans to come, we do
have limited space!
Coming
up
Friday
evening, June 10th
from 7pm-8:30pm we
will have a special
youth laser tag night in
the gym. All youth are invited to bring a friend! The laser tag games and professional equipment
will be provided and led by Silver Adventures Laser Tag, a mobile laser tag company. They will
come set up all of the bunkers and obstacles in the gym and lead us in a great night of laser tag
mayhem! So don’t forget, June 10th, 7pm-8:30pm laser tag at the church.
Finally, I would like to thank all of the youth families for helping our amazing youth lead during
Youth Sunday last month. I continue to receive great feedback from our members. The message
from the youth, in its entirety, was indeed very impactful and powerful. We were truly brought into
the world of our youth! Thank you for your love and support of our Youth Ministry.

Sarah Buchanan: Juanita High School
Will be attending San Diego State
University in the Fall.
(Daughter of Brett & Sawako Buchanan)
Helen Hunt: Masters of Social Work
from the University of Pittsburgh
(Daughter of Dena Burns-Hunt)
Hailey North: HS Graduate from the
International Community School. Will be
attending the University of WA in the Fall.
(Daughter of Brian & Gwen North)

Our Session met on May 10th for their monthly stated meeting to discern God’s will for His church
at Rose Hill. The first item of business was approving the baptism of Justin Xing, which by the time
you see this report will already have taken place on Youth Sunday (May 15th).
Treasurer Dave Cram reported on progress in moving our financial record-keeping to Chaney &
Associates. Dave, Leslie Thompson, and the new firm are working hard to complete the change
and have full financial reporting available in time for the next regular Session meeting on June
14th.
The Session approved funding for the Eagle Scout Project by Christian Doolittle. Christian and his
team will be installing a new game space called a Gaga Ball Pit in the playground. The target is
to have this project completed before VBS starts in late June.
We hope you may have noticed the completion of the Eagle Scout Project by Isaac Jennings,
also in the church playground. Isaac and his team completely rebuilt the wooden bridge play
structure, which was showing definite signs of age. The new bridge adds a slide and other fun
and imaginative features. Thank you, Isaac!
The Session made more progress on the church’s long-range vision (called Beyond the Horizon),
which will guide our ministries for the next several years. Our goal is to have this vision ready to
share and discuss with the congregation in Town Hall Meetings starting in the latter half of June.
Please continue to pray for our pastors, elders, deacons, and all the church staff members as they
lead us in the ongoing work of God’s Kingdom.
In Christ,
Jim Peterson

WHERE ARE WE GOING?
Session would like to share the fruits of their vision work with
the congregation during Town Hall meetings.
There will be a Town Hall meeting after each service (one at 11:00am and
one at 12:30pm) on two different Sundays, June 12th and 26th.
Meetings will be in person and via Zoom.
The Zoom link will be sent in our weekly email.
We hope you will join us!
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Messenger Mailing Party
Want some fellowship and a free lunch?
Then join the Messenger Party at the church
office each month to help prep our
monthly newsletter for mailing! It takes only
about 2 hours - that’s less time than to
“quickly” scroll through Facebook in one
day! And the more people we have
the quicker we’ll finish!
Contact Lauren at the church office.

The deacons have been very busy with several activities. One, is the monthly meeting at Madison
House Assisted Living. Rose Hill Church has several members who live at Madison House so the
deacons thought it might be a good idea to have a monthly group that meets there. Some of
the members of the group are no longer able to attend church in person so this time of fellowship
is important. We would have a devotion led by one of the deacons, prayer, sharing, a hymn and
even a sweet treat to take back to their rooms to enjoy. The deacons and residents are blessed
during this time of fellowship!
The deacons are also bringing back Rose Hill’s Teacup Ministry. Linda Holbrook is leading the
group and the kickoff was on May 19. Women who are single whether through widowhood,
divorce or unmarried gather for fellowship, encouragement and fun through Teacup. Watch for
announcements in the bulletin, website, and Messenger for future Teacup activities. If you have
any questions e-mail or call Linda Holbrook at lwholbrook2003@yahoo.com or 425-681-2008.
The deacons are also raising money for the Woodinville Storehouse “Back to School” fundraiser
on June 19. Doug Ricard is the deacon representative of the Woodinville Storehouse, and is
organizing our fundraiser. We realize that June is a weird time to be raising money for a back to
school event as some kids haven’t even gotten out of school yet!! However, Woodinville
Storehouse creates awesome backpacks filled with school supplies to gift to their clients’ children
before school resumes in September. Last year the Storehouse found that if they give school
supplies in August or September the families had already bought them; as a result, the Storehouse
decided to gift the backpacks in July - that is why we are having our “Back to School Fundraiser”
in June. In 2021, Rose Hill Church funded half of the amount needed to create these backpacks.
Let’s do it again!!!
In addition to these activities, the deacons continue to call, visit, send cards and Home Touch
packets to people who have requested to have a deacon be part of their life. Just to give an
example, in April the deacons made 75 total contacts!
Thank you, deacons for all you do selflessly for others!

On June 19th the church will be collecting
funds for the annual Back-To-School Supplies
Drive. Each $35 collected will fund a filled
backpack for children of clients at
Woodinville Storehouse. The Storehouse’s
goal is to fund 30 elementary and 30 middle/
high school backpacks, though not all should
be funded by Rose Hill. You can donate in
person at church on the 19th or online at
rosehill.church/Back2School.

South Asia Access – TS John and family
South Asia Access’s mission is to bring Christ’s hope and healing to children, families
and communities struggling with disabilities in South Asia. Since this ministry began
in 1997, 91 unreached communities have been impacted, over 15,000 disabilityaffected families have been served, and 139 “Abundant Life” house fellowships
started. Their mission is to meet health, access and spiritual needs, as well as
providing livelihood training
and jobs to help alleviate
poverty. The need remains
huge: an estimated 100 million
South Asians struggle with
poverty and social exclusion
that comes from being labeled
"cursed" by disability, and
disability-affected families have
been especially affected by
COVID. Pray for the safety of
SAA’s workers and those they
serve,
especially
where
preaching the gospel can be a
dangerous activity.

Matthew & Elizabeth Van Wart (Nathaniel, Maddy, Annie, Alex) – WorldVenture
Public Health Coordinator Matthew serves people in Western Uganda who are struggling
with disease and poverty. This includes direct healthcare plus training others to provide
care in rural areas. The family supports this ministry as they build relationships through
hospitality, hosting a home church, teaching Sunday School, and being available to
help others whenever possible. The goal
of their ministry is to help with physical
needs as an inroads to reaching great
spiritual needs. CURRENT NEWS – The
Van Warts are stateside for furlough and
checking in with their support network.
They had hoped to visit Rose Hill in July,
but report “We have been looking at
buying plane tickets to WA and can't
believe the prices for 6 of us!” They’re still
looking for deals; pray that we might
actually have the surprise blessing of
seeing the family in 2022!

June Birthdays
3 Helen Hunt
7 Ben McGrath
Steve Smith
8 Linda Holbrook
9 Jeanne Harshbarger
Brooke North

June Anniversaries
12
13
14
24
26
27

H ap p y B ir th d ay !

Elaine Adams
Andy Mathis
Byron Byrne
Marilyn Campbell
Allen Adair
Karl Palo

9
11
24
30

Randy & Linda Muilenburg
Regan & Cheryl Landis
Wayne & Amal Jones
Roy & Linda McIntosh

Happy Anniversary!

Weekly

FACILITIES

Dan Wolfe, Facilities Director

FACILITIES WORK PARTY
June 11, 9am-12pm

M 10:00am
11:00am
6:15pm
7:00pm
8:00 pm
T
9:30am
6:30pm
W 6:30pm
TH 10:00am
6:30pm
8:00pm
SU 9:30am
11:00am

Piecemakers Quilters
Staff Meeting (2nd & 4th Mon)
BSF
Online Discipleship Class
Men’s Monday Night Basketball
Online LOL Bible Study
Worship Team Practice
RHC Youth Group
Men’s Coffee
Choir Practice (Choir is back!)
Bells Practice
Modern Service
Traditional Service

Let's join together to maintain our
amazing church home!
Thank you for your servant's heart!

Group Prayer Time every 1st & 3rd
Thursday each month at 7:00pm on
Zoom, led by Hailey North. Praying
for a variety of things, but with a
focus on our church: our ministries,
our future, our transformation.
June Dates: 2 & 16
The Zoom link is sent out in our
weekly all-church email.

CHOIR IS BACK - AND
YOU ARE INVITED!
Rehearsals on
Thursdays,
6:30pm-8:00pm

June Calendar

The Choir is looking
for new members. EVERYONE high school
age and up is welcome. No previous
experience nor audition required.
The Choir sings in the Traditional Service, so
9:30 service attendees can easily join in the
fun!
Contact Tim Weltz.

2 7:00pm Group Prayer
7 7:00pm Session (NEW date)
9 11:40am RHC Momz Bible Study
10 7:00pm Youth Laser Tag
11 9:00am Facilities Work Party
12 Graduation Sunday
12:15pm VBS Team Training
16 7:00pm Group Prayer
19
21 7:00pm Deacons Meeting
26 12:15pm VBS Set Up
27-28 VBS 9:00am - 12:00pm

The Sunday Lunch Bunch is starting up
again. You can meet with Barbara Clark
and other ladies in the lobby after the
second service, or join them at Shari's in
Kirkland at 12:30pm. This is an extension
of the Teacup Ministry, but open to
others who would like food and
fellowship on a Sunday afternoon.

