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Perseverance
Throughout the last 2 ½ years as the pandemic has continued to impact our world, certain Bible
verses/passages/themes have been particularly encouraging for me as Pastor, and I think for all
of us. One of those themes is “perseverance” which is a frequent topic in Scripture. Here are a
couple verses that communicate this theme:
• “You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be
saved” (Jesus, in Matthew 10:22).
• Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up (The Apostle Paul, Galatians 6:9).
Like many spheres of life, leading/pastoring a church has been a challenge. The longer the
ramifications of the pandemic continue, the more challenging it is. A short-term “crisis” can
actually be unifying and bring a sense of purpose – we experienced that a lot in the first several
months as new challenges needed to be met, and so forth. Long-term, it’s harder to maintain that
focus and energy level.
Having a committed staff team, Elder board, Deacons, and others in ministry is really crucial. I’m
thankful for all the people who call Rose Hill Home who have persevered, and who will continue
to stay engaged as we move forward with our new Vision for Rose Hill Church.
Gwen and I have persevered in another facet of life as well: The adoption process that we began
some 6 years ago. Many of you were not even a part of the Rose Hill family when we shared this
back then, and those who were may very well have forgotten. But we have persevered. Haiti is
one of the poorest countries in the entire world, for reasons that have roots into the 1800’s. Their
President was assassinated last July. Gang violence and corruption is a continual problem. It’s not
a safe country to visit and our adoption is actually considered an adoption from a war-torn
country.
All of this (along with the pandemic) has conspired to make an agonizingly slow adoption process
– not that this is about us, of course. It’s just the reality we’ve been a part of. But there seems to
be a light at the end of the tunnel, and for this we give praise to God!
I’m hesitant to say this, because it seems like every step forward has taken significantly longer
than it should over the last several years…but it looks like later this summer we will finally complete
the adoption process and add a little boy to our family! Truly, the Bible verses above are ones that
keep us going. We’ve always felt that we had room in our hearts for another child, but the
challenges in Haiti have made it so painfully slow that our love has had to take the form of
perseverance and tenacity.
Maybe you’ve had a similar kind of experience – where you need to persevere, stay tenacious,
and not give up. Thank God for how he sustained you in those times. May he continue to sustain
us and help each of us persevere in whatever God is calling us to as he works in and through our
church family. Stand firm to the end…don’t grow weary of doing good. In God’s time, you’ll get
to reap the harvest.
Your Pastor,

Brian

Busy Moms
Bible Study in July

ALL-CHURCH EVENT

The Busy Moms Bible Study is going to continue
through most of July and aim to start up again
in September. Join in with the fun on Thursdays
at 11:40 over zoom. Reach out to our children’s
director for more information:
gwen@rosehillpc.org

Don’t Miss Summer
Children’s Church!

Rose Hill Church
Evening At The Pool

This is an all-church event so
whatever your age is, come
play with us! Friends are
welcome too. It is FREE!!!
Enjoy the sun in the pool and
the water or just come and
hang out on the pool deck. The
kiddie pool will be open, too.
Peter Kirk Pool in
Downtown Kirkland
340 Kirkland Avenue

We are going to be having so
much fun with lessons, games,
and playing outside in the
playground. Don’t miss out!

VBS was a Blast!!!
We had 63 kids registered! Thank you to all of the
many volunteers that made this year’s VBS a
success! After doing 2 years of VBS remotely we
did a two day event that was rich with Bible
Stories, Missions, Outdoor Games, Music/Snacks,
and everyone’s favorite: Crafts. We learned that
God will Always Love Us. Let us praise the Lord
for His grace in this ministry this summer!

Youth
Summer
!
Adventures

RH YOUTH

Paul Hudson, Director of Emerge Youth Group

This is going to be a great youth summer with bonding outings and fun your kids will enjoy
together! First, our summer youth camping trip in the beauty of Eastern Washington at Lake
Wenatchee is coming up real soon, July 7th-9th. Space is limited so if you have not contacted me
by now and your kids want to go, let me know! Besides swimming, fishing, and tent camping at
the lake, our trip will also consist of a day trip to Leavenworth with lunch there; lots of time for great
fellowship and friendship bonding; worship by the campfire each night followed by a two part
message on forgiveness. On that last note, we live in a digital-age culture that has increasingly
polarized us into self-reinforced groups that hurriedly block out any and all who offend or
disagree with the views of the group. The consequences are that foundational Christian virtues
such as forgiveness, love, and honor are deemed irrelevant. I believe the church needs to be an
example in this culture of those who are quick to forgive, not block out, when offended, and
quick to love and honor others despite differences. So this camp is not only all about fun at the
lake but also about exploring the wonderful biblical topic of Forgiveness!
Other events this summer (dates will come soon) include hiking (Rattlesnake Ledge), Wild Waves,
S’mores @ the Hudsons, and lots of park outings. I will also plan a bike trip that does not involve
steep hills! Since we are going to one service this summer, our Sunday youth groups will meet all
at once during the sermon time after the worship band until the end of the service. Wednesday
youth group will mainly meet during the afternoon (1:30pm - 3pm) at a park, weather permitting,
instead of the evening, unless communicated otherwise. Finally, if you would like to receive my
weekly email reminders, please let me know! paul@rosehillpc.org
Looking forward to a great summer!

Isaiah 49:9a
“To say to the captives, ‘Come out,’ and to those in darkness, ‘Be free!”

ed !
Space is Limit

SUMMER SCHEDULES
Wednesdays: 1:30pm - 3pm
Sundays:
MS & HS @10:00am, during service.
paul@rosehillpc.org

ASAP!
Contact Paul

Our Session met on June 7th for their monthly stated meeting to discern God’s will for His church
at Rose Hill. The first item of business was approving Olivia Ernsberger and Justin Xing as new
covenant partners in the Rose Hill Church congregation. Welcome Olivia and Justin! We are
excited you have joined the Rose Hill family as covenant partners.
Treasurer Dave Cram reported good progress in moving our financial record-keeping to Chaney
& Associates. Dave expected to have full financial reporting available in time for the June
Session meeting, but we moved the meeting one week earlier and it wasn’t possible to have the
reports in time for the new meeting date. We now expect to receive them by email a bit later in
June.
The Session approved the recommendation of the Scholarship Committee for $750 scholarships
to go to four recipients: Samantha Ellis, Natalie Kull, Blake North, and Hailey North.
The Session finalized the church’s long-range vision (called Beyond the Horizon) in preparation for
sharing and discussing it with the congregation in Town Hall Meetings starting on June 12th. We
hope that by the time you read this article you will have attended one of these meetings.
A second Eagle Scout Project has been nearly completed in the church playground. The new
project by Christian Doolittle is a Gaga Ball Pit that the kids are sure to enjoy. This game is a bit
like dodge-ball where the objective is to eliminate other players in the pit by contacting one of
their feet with an soft rubber ball. Thank you for this new addition to the playground, Christian!
Please continue to pray for our pastors, elders, deacons, and all the church staff members as they
lead us in the ongoing work of God’s Kingdom.
In Christ,
Jim Peterson

As shared in our last update, Leslie Thompson has stepped down from her position as church
treasurer after 6 years of faithful service. We’ve hired the accounting firm of Chaney & Associates
to replace her. That has meant changes in software for our membership rolls, donation recording,
bill paying, staff credit cards, and accounting. Yam Hudson is now handling the recording of all
donations. All these changes have not been without bumps in the road. But we are making
progress. Thanks for your prayers for everyone involved in this conversion process.
One of the bumps in the road was the emailing of weekly giving statements to some members of
the congregation. Our apologies for that. A setting in the new giving software wasn’t set right
and that resulted in those emails. We’ve since corrected the problem. Going forward, you will
receive your quarterly giving statements by mail as you have in the past.
Some people have volunteered to serve on the count team for a few minutes after the last
service on Sunday. We could still use a couple more. Let Pastor Brian, Yam Hudson, or myself,
know if you are possibly interested in helping with this task.
Thanks again for your understanding as we continue to work through this conversion process.
Sincerely yours,
Dave Cram

The deacons have been very busy with several activities. One, is the monthly meeting at Madison
House Assisted Living. Rose Hill Church has several members who live at Madison House so the
deacons thought it might be a good idea to have a monthly group that meets there. Some of
the members of the group are no longer able to attend church in person so this time of fellowship
is important. We would have a devotion led by one of the deacons, prayer, sharing, a hymn and
even a sweet treat to take back to their rooms to enjoy. The deacons and residents are blessed
during this time of fellowship!
The deacons are also bringing back Rose Hill’s Teacup Ministry. Linda Holbrook is leading the
group and the kickoff was on May 19. Women who are single whether through widowhood,
divorce or unmarried gather for fellowship, encouragement and fun through Teacup. Watch for
announcements in the bulletin, website, and Messenger for future Teacup activities. If you have
any questions e-mail or call Linda Holbrook at lwholbrook2003@yahoo.com or 425-681-2008.
The deacons are also raising money for the Woodinville Storehouse “Back to School” fundraiser
on June 19. Doug Ricard is the deacon representative of the Woodinville Storehouse, and is
organizing our fundraiser. We realize that June is a weird time to be raising money for a back to
school event as some kids haven’t even gotten out of school yet!! However, Woodinville
Storehouse creates awesome backpacks filled with school supplies to gift to their clients’ children
before school resumes in September. Last year the Storehouse found that if they give school
supplies in August or September the families had already bought them; as a result, the Storehouse
decided to gift the backpacks in July - that is why we are having our “Back to School Fundraiser”
in June. In 2021, Rose Hill Church funded half of the amount needed to create these backpacks.
Let’s do it again!!!
In addition to these activities, the deacons continue to call, visit, send cards and Home Touch
packets to people who have requested to have a deacon be part of their life. Just to give an
example, in April the deacons made 75 total contacts!
Thank you, deacons for all you do selflessly for others!

In May the Rose Hill “Piecemakers” quilters returned
to the church library for our weekly Monday
10:00am-2:00pm gatherings. It was great meeting in
person after our “Covid break.”
We shared coffee, tea, conversations, and a few quilting projects made at home during our
break. In June we donated 65 quilts: 17 to Evergreen Hospice, 16 to NICU (neonatal center)
at Evergreen Hospital, and 8 to families in Ukraine. Camp Eyabsut, for young burn survivors, will
receive 30 of our quilts this summer. This is a Redmond Fire Department supported camp. In
September 3 quilts will be donated to Bridge Ministries for their annual Auction.
Currently our group is busy finishing projects created at home and starting our machines on
new projects. If you are interested in quilting and conversation, come join us! Our cupboards
are full of fabrics donated for our use. We have all colors and themes of fabric to sew and tie
into quilts. Come and visit or stop by to use some fabric and create a quilt that we can help
finish and donate. Bring a friend or neighbor! For more information or questions, call Linda
McIntosh (425-881-5203).

“Thank You”
It is with sadness that I will be resigning from my position as Office Administrator at
the end of August. I really loved serving the Lord here at RHC, and have come
to know and love so many of you. There’s an unusually high concentration of
kind people at RH! Thank you for your friendship and grace during my time here.
You all will be missed!

Lauren

Dan & Peggy Agee in Oaxaca Mexico
Praise God for the many productive encounters we had
during recent trips to Mexico and the Netherlands.
Pray for wisdom and strength to follow up on many details,
for use of the scripture in the Mazatec area, for everything
involved in a Scripture Use Strategy conference we are
planning, for the translation teams we are supervising in
Mexico.

Larry & Andrea Ciccarelli
(Amani, Shireen) in Canada
Praise for how God is at work through the
translations of Scripture that are being
distributed in the Middle East and North Africa.
Pray for the ongoing work of creating chanted
scripture videos and for God to call more
people to help with this project.

Ray & Angie De Lange
(Cora, Elijah, Lydia, Anna) moving from BC to London
Praise: We got our visas for England and house in
Canada rented! Pray for us to find a house to rent in
England. We leave July 6. Also pray for healing for
Anna’s knee. She fractured her growth plate (ouch).

Richard & Wendy Yancey
(Nathan, Rachel & Anastasia) in Germany
Our joyful praise is for the end of a school year that was
not as impacted by Covid. We had class trips and sports
and were able to gather for recitals, concerts, and more!
Pray: Our heartfelt request is that our time in Senegal will
be meaningful and fruitful. And that God would bless our
home assignment this summer.

ANNOUNCEMENT: As part of home assignment,
the Yanceys plan to visit Rose Hill in August!

July Birthdays
5 Rob Mathis
6 Ben McGrath
8 Olivia Ernsberger
Elaine Weltz
9 John Hart
11 Janet Sweatte
12 Miriam Gesell
14 Wayne Adair

16 Calvin Ernsberger
19 Elise Harshbarger
Barb Roetcisoender
22 Jan Mathis
24 Gordon Haskell
26 Barbara Clark
Greg Kull
28 Leslie Thompson

July Anniversaries
2
10
12
17
19
27
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August Birthdays
3
5
6
9
15

Bette Palo
Sarah Buchanan
Brett Buchanan
Bud VanDerAa
Robert Seifert
Diane Shaeffer

17 Syd France
Sam Hudson
18 John Hudson
26 Dolores Marsh
30 Alice Stoops

FACILITIES

Dan Wolfe, Facilities Director

FACILITIES WORK PARTY

August Anniversaries

1
14
17
24
30

Ha pp y B irt hd ay !

Steve & Barb Roetcisoender
Brian & Erin Hackwith
Rob & Jan Mathis
Daniel & Jaime McGrath
Wayne & Sandy Adair
Robert & Christine Seifert

Tom & Tobi Ellis
John & Shelley Bailey
Syd & Margaret France
Bruce & Sue Mateer
Robert & Stefani Bozorth

Weekly Summer Schedule
M 10:00am Piecemakers Quilters
11:00am Staff Meeting (2nd & 4th Mon)
6:15pm BSF
7:00pm Online Discipleship Class
8:00 pm Men’s Monday Night Basketball
T
7:00pm Worship Team Practice
W Afternoon RHC Youth Group
TH 10:00am Men’s Coffee
SU 10:00am Combined Service

July 9 & Aug 13, 9am-12pm
Let's join together to maintain our
amazing church home!
Thank you for your servant's heart!

COME SING WITH
THE SUMMER CHOIR!
Join us in the choir room a
half hour before the service
to learn a hymn or easy song
to share in the service. The only
requirement is the enjoyment of singing.
Contact Tim Weltz.

July Calendar
3
4
5
7
7-9
9
10
19
21
23

10:00am Summer Combined Svc Begins
Happy Independence Day!
7:00pm Session (NEW date)
11:40am RHC Momz Bible Study
Youth Lake Wenatchee Camping Trip
9:00am Facilities Work Party
5:30-7:00pm All-Church Pool Party!
7:00pm Deacons Meeting
11:40am RHC Momz Bible Study
9am-3pm Waste Management Event in
RH Parking Lot

August Calendar
4 11:40am RHC Momz Bible Study
9 7:00pm Session
13 9:00am Facilities Work Party
16 7:00pm Deacons Meeting
18 11:40am RHC Momz Bible Study
21 7-8:30pm All-Church Pool Party!

